THE SPIRIT OF THE SAMAJ
for it a place in the Family of Nations by importing the
rich and stimulating Western ideas, which were destined
to take the place of the old and outworn practices and
out-of-date theories, on which life in the Orient was then
based. But the monotheistic doctrine which he preached
was not at all new to India.  So, Rammohun, though
the inaugurator of this Unitarian movement, had no claim
to originality. Nevertheless, the constitution of the
Brahmo Samaj—the Manga Carta Dei—in 1828 created
quite a stir in Bengal at that time and opened a new era
in the religious history of the country.
Despite Rammohun's large borrowings from the
Vedanta, his Urdtarianism should not be identified with
Hindu Monism. Nor should it be confused with Christian
Unitarianism. Rammohun like a great seer adopted a
policy of selection and rejection in his work of religious
synthesis. "He culled the fine flowers of spiritual
knowledge and intuition from the foliage of religion and
composed them into a boquet which could be enjoyed by
all alike." Brahmoism as founded by him was an eclectic
religion, although he defended himself against any charge
of eclecticism that might be levelled at him. We cannot
correctly say that Rammohun founded his religion on the
bed-rock of "Universalism", for he turned his face sharply
against polytheism, which Keshav later on wanted to
include in Brahmoism "while keeping the central basis
of his theism intact". Nor did Rammohun reject only the
debased form of polytheism prevalent among the Hindus
(which he had to do as a Hindu Unitarian) but also the
Christian Trinity—the conception of God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, the "highest expression
of polytheism in the Three in One". Rammohun preached
the cult of the brotherhood of man, and his Unitarian
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